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Bishops of the Theban region at work 
van 
Renate Dekker 
 
1. The decision of the Alexandrian clergy to reject Theodore, the first patriarch ordained 
after Theodosius I, and to have Peter IV ordained instead, decisively shaped the early 
history of the Coptic Orthodox Church and its hagiographic tradition (Introduction). 
 
2. Network analysis confirms that both Pesynthius and Abraham were close to the faithful in 
their dioceses (§5.6, 7.6; in agreement with Wipszycka 2015, 333). 
 
3. The weight of the episcopal office should not be measured by the size of the bishop’s 
residence, but by the diversity of his activities and the complexity of the social problems 
that he was expected to solve (Introduction, §6.7; contra Wipszycka 2015, 141-42). 
 
4. When Pesynthius proposed the adultery test, he did not intend to let the accused women 
drink “the water of the curse” to prove their innocence, but rather tested the obedience of 
a jealous husband and the conscience of an adulteress (§8.6.3; contra Wilfong 2002, 39). 
 
5. John the Almsgiver received a rich income from the state and from donations; it is 
unlikely that he would also have received a contribution from Theodosian bishops (contra 
Wipszycka 2007, 245-46; Wipszycka 2015, 220 is more nuanced). 
 
6. If the Persians forbade the ordination of new bishops, this prohibition may have only 
affected Chalcedonian bishops, for the Theodosian bishops Pisrael of Qus and Anthony 
of Ape first appeared in ca. 620, during the Persian period (§3.1.11; contra the Upper 
Egyptian version of the Copto-Arabic Synaxarium for Kihak 20: ed. Basset 1909, 491). 
 
7. If we project modern norms and impressions of the social role of churches in the Western 
past on bishops in a traditional (late antique Mediterranean) society, we will not be able 
to fully understand how bishops in traditional societies functioned. 
 
8. To understand the spiritual authority of a holy man, the reader can best take Padre Pio as 
an example: he is said to have had multiple spiritual gifts, such as the reading souls, 
telepathy, foreknowledge, healing and knowledge of the divine, and more importantly for 
our purpose, there are photographs and video’s that show how people responded to him. 
 
9. Since their uncovering in 1998 by the SCA, the ruins, wall paintings and inscriptions of 
the church at Dayr Qubbat al-Hawa (opposite Aswan) have been exposed to the sun, wind 
and tourists who leave their graffiti. Though interesting as they are, as long as they are 
unprotected, it would have been better, if they had not yet been uncovered. 
 
10. It is interesting to apply social concepts and tools from SNA to papyrological evidence, 
but to profit more fully from their use, we first need to arrange as much texts as possible 
in a chronological order, in order that we will get a better view than a bird eye’s view. 
 
11. Wanting to save a life through organ donation is a noble intention, but it is also important 
that a dying person can be with his/her family until the end and die in peace. 
